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Senior Curator—Geological Sciences, San Bernardino County Museum

The San Andreas Fault and the
Great California ShakeOut

+

Kathleen Springer, Senior Curator in Geological Sciences at the San Bernardino
County Museum, will illustrate in her lecture that our region straddles the mother of
all faults, the mighty San Andreas Fault. This giant gash that slices through
California is the boundary between two of the largest tectonic plates on the planet,
which in turn makes our area one of the most geologically active regions in North
America! The ShakeOut scenario, a hypothetical earthquake designed by scien-
tists to show what will happen when a major earthquake strikes southern
California, is intended to raise earthquake awareness and to motivate
preparedness as well as participation in the “Drop, Cover and Hold On” drill that
will occur at 10:21 a.m. on October 21, 2010, the day of the Great California
ShakeOut, a statewide, and now annual drill.

Additionally, Ms. Springer will highlight and share what San Bernardino County
Museum is doing in terms of communicating earth systems science and in this
case, earthquake science. to the public -via public lectures, field trips, and
ultimately in the new Hall of Geological Wonders where the musuem will be show-
casing the San Andreas Fault like no venue, ever.

Continued on Page 2



The Great California ShakeOut Event at the San Bern  ardino County Museum —
October 21, 2010

Join the staff of the San Bernardino County Museum for the Great California ShakeOut, the
largest earthquake drill ever! Help us practice the “Drop, Cover and Hold On” drill. Nearly 6.9
million people participated in the ShakeOut in 2009, so let’'s make this year’s event even bigger!
The day will include hundreds of school children performing the drill as well as an earthquake
preparedness fair in our courtyard, with representatives from County agencies that will share
information on emergency response to disaster. Earthquake activities for children assisted by the
Education Division as well as a public lecture/workshop by Senior Curator Kathleen Springer on
the “Seven Steps to Earthquake Safety” will make this day an event not to miss.

The San Bernardino County Museum is committed to be southern California’s nexus for
earthquake science and earthquake preparedness information — all in line with our exhibit plans
for the Hall of Geological Wonders. The SBCM is the hub of the “EPIcenter” collaborative --
Earthquake Education and Public Information Centers, which includes other southland museums,
parks and other informal science education venues that are committed to promoting earthquake
preparedness information.

With the ShakeOut going statewide in 2009 and annually thereafter, the SBCM has stepped up to
a statewide leadership role to help coordinate and assist the EPIlcenter group expand to
throughout the state. To learn more, go to www.shakeout.org.

Biography:

Kathleen Springer has been at the San Bernardino County Museum (SBCM) since 1989, where
she is the Senior Curator in the Division of Geological Sciences. She has lead geologic and
paleontologic investigations throughout southern California, Arizona and Nevada and has been
instrumental in developing fossil resource management guidelines for county, state and federal
agencies. Kathleen earned B.S. and M.S. degrees in Geological Sciences from the University of
California, Riverside with an emphasis in paleontology. She specializes in studying the paleo-
depositional environments of late Pleistocene localities throughout the southwest and the
stresses the application of stratigraphic controls, geologic mapping and full curation of recovered
specimens in such studies. Her efforts have led to the recovery and preservation of thousands of
significant fossils and their associated data that currently reside in the SBCM. Currently, with
grant funding from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Kathleen is undertaking geologic
mapping, documenting and collecting late Pleistocene vertebrate fossil localities in the extensive
spring deposits of the Upper Las Vegas Wash, as well as implementing the State of Nevada’'s
first Paleontologic Site Stewardship program for the BLM in this area. She also is conducting
research in Joshua Tree National Park in the eastern Pinto Basin and the Eagle Mountains. In
addition, since 2004, Kathleen and her curatorial colleagues in Geological Sciences have been
focused on creating all of the exhibits for the Museum’s upcoming Hall of Geological Wonders,
showcasing our region’s geologic and paleontologic wonders.

Are you Prepared for a large earthaquake?
Register today to participate in the Great Californ  ia ShakeOut!
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